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Two weeks ago I flew to Regina in order to pack up the contents of my house and make 

the move to Toronto.  (Regina's housing market is nothing like Toronto's and so it took a 

bit of time before my house sold.)  I arrived back to Toronto just in time to deal with all 

the paperwork and last minute details of taking possession of my Toronto condo-

townhouse.  The past two weeks have been a time of reflection on endings and beginnings, 

hellos and good-byes, and the number of changes that I have experienced over a lifetime. 

 

Even the happiest of changes can come with a tinge of grief.  The birth of a child, while 

joyous, can remind us of family members no longer here to share our joy.  Change that 

involves leaving people or a way of being behind can be especially hard no matter what 

exciting adventure awaits down the road.  The Bible is full of stories of God's people 

experiencing life-changing events where even the most wonderful of outcomes has arisen 

after difficult trials and grieving what has been left behind.  Moses and the Israelites could 

tell you quite a bit about the grief, fear, and second-guessing whether freedom from Pharaoh 

and Egypt was worth the desert wandering.   

 

What the Bible also tells us is that in these times of change and transition, God's people are 

not alone.  God goes with them, guides them, calms them, and promises life abundant.  God 

reminds them to hope and to trust in God's steadfast love.  

 

As the Dewi Sant Transition Team gathered two weeks ago to begin the work of intentional 

interim ministry, we reflected on the task of leading the community of faith through a 

process to discern where God might be leading us as a congregation.  We don't know where 

this time of discernment may lead - change of some sort is likely involved.  In this time, we 

are called to speak the hope that is in us as we listen to the hope that is in others.  The 

Transition Team is committed to on-going communication with the Dewi Sant community 

of faith as this process unfolds so that we all can participate in speaking our hope of where 

God is leading. 

  

As we begin the intentional interim ministry process, we are called to remember that we 

never journey alone - God's steadfast love surrounds us and leads us.  Thanks be to God! 

 

Rev. Liz Mackenzie 

  
~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~ 
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DEWI SANT CHURCH NEWS 

MOMENTS FROM THE SERVICES OF JUNE 
 

The first service in June was both a bilingual service and a Memorial for Sally Lewis.  Vaughan and 
his four daughters were present along with family members.  All of the hymns which were sung 
were favorites of Sally and they were tremendous choices including Pantyfedwen, Diolch i Ti, Rhys, 
Nes i Dre and Cwm Rhondda.  Merched Dewi, to which Sally belonged, sang Y Nefoedd.  Meryl 
Davies and Raymond Mathias read the lessons in Welsh (English translations are provided in the 
bulletins and on the screens).  Hefina Phillips read Psalm 23 and gave the Words of Remembrance 
about Sally, due to her long friendship with her (as written in the previous Gadwyn). 
 
The June 9 Pentecost service focused on the Spirit of God, as the breath of creation and the wind 
of change that blows through our lives. The readings from the Acts of Apostles recalled the day that 
God’s Spirit brought all of the Jewish dispersion together to hear the disciples speak the same 
language which they are able to understand as their own native tongues. As Rev. Liz described in 
her sermon “The Holy Sprit can be understood as the peace of Christ breathed on us so that we 
are loved and given the power to love and heal and mend God’s world. We are made a new creation 
in the renewing and refreshing wind of the Spirit dancing in our lives, bringing the gifts that make 
each one of us a part of the body of Christ.” 
 
On Trinity Sunday June 16 we looked at the mystery that our one God can be understood as three 
persons - God, Jesus Christ, Holy Spirit.  Rev. Liz reminded us that the triune concept was the 
subject of long (about 700 years) and sometimes violent discussions and confrontations in the early 
years of the church. Christians have never stopped trying to figure out this mystery called God 
whose being seems to be revealed in so many different ways.  It is a mystery that emphasizes that 
none of us know the “whole truth” about God. Rev. Liz concluded “on Trinity Sunday, we celebrate 
that we were made to be in relationship by a God who shows us perfect relationship.  A God who 
is the Source of all love, who sent to us Jesus, love incarnate to show us how truly loved we are, 
and who has given us love’s power through the Holy Spirit to heal this broken world that God loves 
so very much.”  
 
We sang the beautiful hymn from Voices United (# 625) I Feel the Winds of God today, today my 
sail I lift for the Second Sunday after Pentecost on June 23.  Anyone who sails should have a listen 
to that hymn.  The theme of the service was the death of the prophet Elijah and the meaning of his 
whirlwind of an ascent into the heavens as witnessed by his successor, Elisha. This reading can 
be seen as a metaphor for other whirlwinds, such as when we are in the midst of change and loss. 
Most of us are like Elisha when faced with the overwhelming – we get panicky, we despair that we 
will not be able to bear it. This is also how the disciples felt after the death of Jesus but they came 
to understand that they were to face loss and grief head on and then carry on with the work of 
building the kingdom of God. 
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As Rev Liz was back in Regina organising her 
house sale, the last service was presented by 
members of the congregation, using notes from 
Rev. Liz.  Merched Dewi sang Let There be Peace 
on Earth.  We read Psalm 31 which asks that God 
be our rock of refuge, and then Pam Evans read a 
paraphrase of this by James Taylor from his book 
Everyday Psalms which is subtitled Out on a Limb: 
Don’t let all the effort you put into me go to waste; I 
went way out on a limb for you, Lord. These are 
“translations” using modern imagery.  Other readers 
included Risti Jensen, Nest Pritchard, Nia Davies 
and Hefina Phillips.  Sarah Evans sang On Eagle’s 
Wings which is Psalm 91 put to music (And I will 
raise you up on eagle’s wings, bear you on the 
breath of dawn, make you to shine like the sun, and 

hold you in the palm of my hand). The first 
reflection, a poem by Michael Coffey 
called God’s Bathrobe, was read by 
Rosemary Black.  The second reflection 
was lead by Betty Cullingworth on the 
theme of the service “Where is Hope?”.  
We had time to do some group work to 
think of words beginning with the letters of 
HOPE and Betty tied this back to what our 
hopes are for the future of Dewi Sant 
church.  It is not sufficient to hope for a 
new future for the church – everyone 
needs to participate in the actions required 
to bring about this future. Ideas from the 
discussion are shown in the attached 
photo (as written out by Hefina at the front 
of the church).  Betty summarized this as 
“Human Outreach for a Positive Ending”. 
 
 
It would be great if readers of Y Gadwyn send in their ideas for the future direction of Dewi Sant 
church.  We would like to hear from the greater Welsh community, many of whom support Dewi 
Sant Church but perhaps are not able to attend.  But it would also be good to hear from those who 
have decided not to attend and what the church could do to be more welcoming/meaningful for you. 
The Editor 

 

DONATIONS FOR LANSING UNITED CHURCH FOOD BANK 
 
The need for donations for the Lansing Food Bank continue, as the need keeps increasing. All 
contributions to the donation box in the Narthex are welcome. But you don’t have to come to church 
to bring these - the Food Bank is also in need of financial contributions as it must purchase 60% or 
6 tons of its required food items each month to meet the needs of the volume of clients it now 
serves. The cost of basic food items has increased 15% or more in the past 6 months, and coupled 
with the volume of clients now needing assistance, the Food Bank is buying basic food items at the 
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rate of $3,000 per month, even at wholesale prices. For monetary donations, Dewi Sant is now 
issuing charitable tax receipts. 
 

~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~ 
 
 

WELSH COMMUNITY NEWS 
 

FORMER TORONTO COUNCILLOR ANNE JOHNSTON 
 
Anne Johnston passed away in June.  Some may recall that we had our last church picnic at her 
home in aptly named Pontypool just north of Toronto.  She was a great friend of Dewi Sant Welsh 
Church and became a patron of the St. David's Society of Toronto due to her support of the society’s 
events and promotion of all things Welsh in Toronto.  She always brought the visiting Welsh choirs 
for Caravan to City Hall and she tried (unfortunately unsuccessfully) to have a subway station 
renamed St. David, since there was already a St. George and a St Andrew (perhaps with all the 
new stations coming up we could try this one again). Part of the obituary for her in the Toronto Star 
reads: 
 
Her career in municipal politics began in 1972, when as a community activist she fought to limit the 
size of a high-rise on Duplex Avenue and was elected as an alderman to the former City of Toronto.  
She had come to Canada in the mid-1950s from Wales where, in her childhood, she spent time 
with the poet Dylan Thomas - a close friend of her uncle Bert Trick. She settled first in Montreal, 
where she worked as an occupational therapist in a psychiatric hospital, and eventually came to 
Toronto, where she worked at the old Toronto Asylum at 999 Queen Street west.  According to her 
son, she was instrumental in establishing the Addiction Research Foundation and brought her early 
interest in public health to her work in municipal politics. 
The Editor 

 

CYMRU AM BYTH!* – HOW SPEAKING WELSH BECAME COOL 
 
There was a very good article in The Guardian on June 13 by Rhiannon Lucy Cosslett about how 
young people (and other generations) in Wales are now feeling that it is important to identify as 
Welsh rather than British or English, and speaking the language is one way to do this.  This is an 
extract: 
 
We Welsh speakers may live and breathe the language, but many people outside Britain are 
unaware it even exists. All my life, it has been in crisis – but change is in the air. The number of 
speakers has surged to 874,700 – up from 726,600 in 2008, according to the Office of National 
Statistics. The Welsh Assembly has set a goal of one million Welsh speakers by 2050 (the 
population of Wales is 3.1 million) and it’s off to a good start.  
 
People are proudly proclaiming their Welshness, finally taking the Welsh classes they had always 
meant to take and streaming bands such as Alffa and singers like Gwenno.  Patriotic murals bearing 
the slogan Cofiwch Dryweryn (Remember Tryweryn) – a reference to the valley that was flooded in 
1965, drowning a village in order to create a reservoir for the people of Liverpool – are appearing 
all over the country. The detective noir series Hinterland / Y Gwyll and mystery miniseries Hidden 
/ Craith, both dramas originally produced for the Welsh-language public TV channel S4C, have 
reached wider audiences through streaming on the BBC and Netflix. A surprising number of people 
who have never even been to Wales are learning the language using the app Duolingo. Could it be 
that Welsh is finally becoming cool? 

https://www.theguardian.com/profile/rhiannon-lucy-cosslett
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~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~ 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

ST. DAVID’S SOCIETY OF TORONTO 
  
President’s Appreciation Dinner 
                                                                                                                                              
Please join us for our President’s Appreciation Dinner on Saturday September 28, 2019 at 6:00 
p.m.   Cost: FREE with your membership renewal.   $20/individual; $30/couple.  
 
  
All Aboard for Our Fall Color Tour 
  
Date:  Saturday October 19, 2019 
Departure:  8:30 a.m. 
Return:  6:00 p.m. (approx.) 
Price:  $95/per person   
  
Join us for an excursion aboard the historic South Simcoe Railway – the oldest operating steam 
heritage railway in Ontario.  We’ll take a scenic journey through the Beeton Creek valley in restored 
1920s passenger coaches.  Following the train ride we will head to Violet Hill to enjoy a three-
course lunch at Mrs. Mitchell’s Restaurant.  While at the restaurant, stop in at GRANNY Taught Us 
How and Heidi’s Room for a browse of unique home décor, jewelry and gifts.  Lunch and shopping 
– a perfect combination!  We will continue our journey through the Hockley Valley to further take in 
the fall colours before returning to Dewi Sant. 
  
Seating is limited to 32 people.   If you are interested in joining us, please put your name on our 
Sign-Up sheet located on our bulletin board in the church entranceway. 
Donna Morris 

  
 

DONATIONS TO Y GADWYN OR HOW ABOUT EMAIL? 
 
Please contact the Editor if you wish to receive Y Gadwyn by email.  If you want to keep using 
paper we are also looking for donations to cover the postage.  Thanks to recent donors Myfanwy 
Davies, Joyce Crook and Margaret Payne. 
 
 Please send all donations payable to Dewi Sant Welsh United Church (with a note it is for Y 
Gadwyn) addressed to the church Secretary, Dewi Sant Welsh United Church, 33 Melrose Avenue, 
Toronto, M5M 1Y6. 

 
CONTACT US AND SUBMISSIONS 

 
Anna Dunets, Editor. Email:  adunetswills@gmail.com or 416-485-4074. 
Please send in your contributions by August 28 which is the cut-off date for submissions to the next 
issue. THERE IS NO AUGUST ISSUE. 
 

mailto:adunetswills@gmail.com
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